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CONFIDENTIAL USUN 957 
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E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: AORG, APER, UN 

SUBJ: UN PERSONNEL: STATUS OF US CANDIDATE FOR 
UNIDO 

REF: USUN 950 

1. AT LUCH TODAY I RAISED BURNS' APPOINTMENT WITH 
SECRETARY GENERAL IN ORDER TO FOLLOW-UP ON MARCH 19 CON- 
VERSATION WITH USYG DAVIDSON REPORTED REFTEL. I SAID TO 
SYG THAT, SPEAKING AS LONG-TIME FRIEND, I WOULD CAUTION 
HIM NOT TO UNDERESTIMATE DEGREE OF U.S. INTEREST IN UNIDO 
APPOINTMENT FOR AMBASSADOR BURNS. THIS WAS AN APPOINTMENT 
USG INSISTED ON. IF IT MEANT CONFRONTATION WITH ABDEL- 
RAHMAN (A-R), THEN THIS WAS A GOOD ISSUE ON WHICH TO POSE 
CONFRONTATION. I REMINDED HIM THAT HIS OWN AUTHORITY AND 
PREROGATIVES AS SECRETARY GENERAL WERE INVOLVED. 

2. WALDHEIM SHOWED HIMSELF SENSITIVE TO ABOVE CONSIDERA- 
TIONS AND SAID HE COULD ASSURE US APPOINTMENT WOULD BE 
MADE. HE RECOGNIZED A-R WAS CHALLENGING HIS AUTHORITY 
AND REFERRED TO LATTER AS "INTRIQUER," COMMENTING 
THAT A-R WAS NOT A MAN OF ANY GREAT SUBSTANTIVE ABILITY. 

HE SAID HE WAS STILL GETTING THREATS OF RESIGNATION FROM 
A-R AND KNEW LATTER WAS TRYING TO LINE UP LDC SUPPORT 
FOR HIS CHALLENGE RE RELATIONSHIP OF UNIDO TO UN HEAD- 
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QUARTERS. HE SAID HE HAD ALSO ASCERTAINED THROUGH HIS 
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OWN SOURCES THAT EGYPTIAN GOVERNMENT HAD NO PARTICULAR 
INTEREST IN SUPPORTING A-R. SYG CONTINUED THAT HE STILL 
HOPED TO AVOID FULL -SCALE CONFRONTATION OVER APPOINTMENT 
BURNS AND HAD SCHEDULED MID-APRIL MEETING WITH A-R IN 
PARIS. 

3. 1 STRESSED ONCE AGAIN TO WALDHEIM OUR INSISTENCE ON 
THIS APPOINTMENT AND HE REPEATED WE COULD COUNT ON IT. 

4.COMMENT: IT SEEMS CLEAR WALDHEIM HAS HAD ENOUGH OF 
A-R AND IS WORKING TOWARDS NOT RENEWING A-R'S CONTRACT 
ON ITS EXPIRATION LATER THIS YEAR. I BELIEVE HE WILL 
PROCEED WITH BURNS' APPOINTMENT, BUT IS GOING TO TRY TO 
ACHIEVE THIS IN HIS OWN AUSTRIAN WAY. WE SHALL KEEP THE 
PRESSURE ON HIM. 

BENNETT 
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